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Mortgage
affordability
in a post-
COVID world
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Back in March, the Bank of England slashed
interest rates to an all-time low of 0.1%, in a
bid to alleviate the severe economic pressure
caused by coronavirus. As the base rate cut
fed through to mortgage rates and with the
continuing pressure of a closed mortgage
market, lenders responded by withdrawing
mortgage offers, increasing rates and pulling
products from the market.

Between March and May:

— 2,656 mortgage products were withdrawn, many of which were high
loan-to-value (LTV) deals (i.e. those requiring a smaller deposit).

— 396 two-year fixed and 374 five-year fixed deals at 90% and 95%
LTVs were pulled from the market

2020: A steep downturn, followed by a cautious return?
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Lenders make a cautious return

As certain social distancing restrictions began to be lifted in May and
the property market reopened for business, lenders began
relaunching higher LTV deals and products aimed specifically at
first-time buyers, such as Help to Buy loans.

With the property market still in the early stages of recovery, it’s
worth being pro-active and following some of these tips to
maximise your chances of mortgage approval:

— Save as much as you can - while many people are experiencing
financial difficulties during the pandemic, many of us are also
spending a great deal less than usual. Getting your deposit as
high as possible will increase your chances of mortgage success.

— Clear your debt - when considering your application, lenders will
look at any outstanding debt. Clearing as much debt as possible,
as well as closing any unused accounts, will increase lenders’
confidence in your ability to repay your mortgage.

— Understand your credit score - the better your credit rating, the
higher the likelihood you’ll be accepted for the best mortgage
deals. Understanding your credit rating and how to improve it is
key to moving forward with a successful mortgage application.

— Keep excellent records of self-employed earnings - providers can
be more nervous about lending to self-employed people, so having
excellent records of your earnings over the past two or three years
(depending on the lender) can really improve your chances.

Consult the experts

We’re on hand to make sure you get a great deal for your
circumstances, and one that gives you the highest chance of
success. Whether you’re a first-time buyer or a second stepper,
we’re here to guide you through this difficult period.
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Price cap for properties eligible for
Help to Buy Equity Loan Scheme
from April 2021 to March 2023:
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North East
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South East
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More hope for first

time buyers with the

Help to

Buy Extension

Since it was launched in 2013, the
popular Help to Buy scheme has
enabled almost 170,000 households
to buy homes; who may not otherwise
have been able to.

An extension to the successful scheme
was announced in the Autumn 2018
budget, now making it available until
2023 for first time buyers only ‘to
ensure future support is targeted at
those who need most help’.

This could benefit tens of thousands of extra buyers who are purchasing

a new-build property, who under the scheme can get an extra 20% (40%

in London) government loan, which is interest free for five years. If they also
secure a mortgage from a bank or building society for 75% (55% in London),
this means buyers themselves need to only find a 5% deposit.

As part of the changes, the government has also introduced new caps on
house prices for qualifying properties in different regions, to reflect the huge
variations in prices across the country. London will continue with a £600,000
cap, whereas the caps in other regions have been changed to 1.5 times the
average forecast first time buyer price in an area.

YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP

YOUR REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE.
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Mortgages

Mortgage rates are now at record low levels,
following two Bank of England rate cuts in
March to bring the base rate down to 0.1%.

Borrowers on a tracker, discounted or
variable rate mortgage may have already
benefited from this rate drop, but those
borrowers whose mortgage deal is nearing
its end, or those currently on an
uncompetitive standard variable rate (SVR),
should review their situation as there are
some very competitive products on the
market, with potential savings to be had.

Remortgaging explained

A remortgage is where you take out a new mortgage on a
property you already own - either to replace your existing
mortgage, or to borrow more money against your property.
You should consider remortgaging if:

« Your current deal is about to end
+ You are looking for a better rate

» You want to overpay, but can’t do this on your
current mortgage

« You want to borrow more

» Your home has increased in value and your loan-to-value
ratio means you can get a better deal.

Lenders have adapted

Due to uncertainty, many lenders initially reacted to the
coronavirus crisis by restricting the products available,
(particularly to those borrowers with a high loan-to value ratio)
and remortgage applications faced operational constraints such
as an inability to do physical valuations. However, optimism has
started to return, with lenders reintroducing a wider range of
products and adjusting their processes to overcome problems,
for example by using automated ‘drive-by’ valuations.

Don’t delay

In such a fast-changing environment, those who are
considering remortgaging over the next few months would
be well advised to assess their options now. Remortgaging
can take around eight weeks, so it’s best to set the wheels
in motion sooner rather than later.

Advice is essential

There are pros and cons to remortgaging and it won’t be right for
everyone. The market is more complex right now and getting
good advice is vital. We have expert insight and knowledge of the
market. As well giving you advice on whether a remortgage is
suitable, we will explain the costs, outline potential implications
and guide you through the mechanics of remortgaging.
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